
CWD Herd Certification
• The Animal Industry Board maintains a Chronic Wasting 

Disease (CWD) Herd Certification Program approved by 
USDA APHIS.

• Currently, South Dakota has 22 farmed cervid herds 
participating in the USDA recognized voluntary CWD Herd 
Certification (HCP) program.

• This surveillance program resulted in CWD testing of 110 
eligible animals in FY 2024.

CWD Testing in SD
• As of June 20, 2023, there have been 34,563 wild cervids 

sampled for CWD under the direction of the South Dakota 
Game, Fish and Parks Department, with 778 positive 
results. 

• Please see the SD GFP website for locations where CWD has 
been detected in wild deer and elk.

Additional Resources:
• CWD – SD Administrative Rule
• CWD Map
• USDA APHIS CWD
• South Dakota Dept. of Game, Fish, and Parks
• CWD Pamphlet
• Listing of Approved State HCPs
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https://gfp.sd.gov/chronic-wasting-disease/
https://sdlegislature.gov/Rules/Administrative/12:68:25
https://sdgfp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e6a7f87d2e25468583634e4f1af06a9c
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/cervid
https://gfp.sd.gov/chronic-wasting-disease/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal_diseases/cwd/downloads/approved-state-list.pdf


CWD Cases in South Dakota
• September 2023 - CWD was detected in a captive whitetail 

deer herd in Aurora County. The herd was quarantined 
until the results were confirmed by National Veterinary 
Services Laboratory in Ames, IA. In cooperation with USDA-
Veterinary Services the herd was depopulated in 
November 2023. The facility no longer has cervids on-site.

• February 2022 - Confirmed in a Haakon County mule deer 
herd. The herd is under quarantine. The Animal Industry 
Board is cooperating with the herd owner and USDA to 
conduct periodic ante-mortem testing of all animals in the 
herd, as well as assisting with research efforts (i.e. disease 
spread, early test detection, potential genetic resistance) 
to learn more about CWD in mule deer.

• October 2020 - Confirmed in a Captive elk herd in Custer 
County, South Dakota. This herd completed depopulation 
in November 2021.

• 2019 - Identified single farmed elk herds in Meade County 
and Clark County. These two herds were depopulated in 
late 2019 and the fenced premises no longer have captive 
cervids present.
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